Nicole Bassil Portfolio Reflections

[0:00] Illustration depicting the colorful right brain and logical left brain is shown.

The question of whether someone is left-brained or right-brained has always bothered me. I have a left-handed friend who is very artsy, innovative, and identifies the right side of her brain as dominant. I also know countless people who are logical, analytical, and would say they don’t have a creative bone in their body. However, I don’t feel that one side of my brain is dominant at all. 

[0:24] Quote by Albert Einstein: “Creativity is intelligence having fun.”

I would not describe myself as particularly logical, and I hate math and science. I also never considered myself particularly creative, and I think this is sort of reinforced as we grow up in school. More recently speaking, college has not exactly motivated me to be creative. That sounds somewhat depressing, but the question always seems to be “which is the lesser of two evils?” Taking an exam, or writing an essay?

[0:52] Text reading, “we are all creative beings” appears on-screen, attributed to Maya Fiennes.

Even in classes with material that interests me, our abilities are tested in limited ways that limit not only our creative abilities as students, but also limit the depth of our analyses. James C. Kaufman and Robert Sternberg agree, and write [text appears on-screen] “Creativity is sometimes seen as irrelevant to educational practice. With increased focus on standardized test scores, creative teachers and those who encourage creativity in the classroom often are accused of being idealists or missing the big picture.” With increasing competition in college admissions and jobs, creativity seems to have lost its value in today’s education system. 

[1:35] Cartoon strips come on screen.

It does seem a bit idealistic to say that everyone is a creative person, thought, including myself. 

[1:41] Illustration of a colorful brain appears.

Although, when we reevaluate creativity, it seems more widely attainable. So who and what can achieve it?--not only people, but the process and the product as well.

[1:56] Screen capture of the course description.

After thinking about creativity in this way, I began to think about the work I did this semester, in this class, and how this process challenged what was normal. The class in and of itself is creative--it breaks the English status quo, and forced us students to create something new and of value, whether it be incorporating technology into our work, or tweeting about our progress.

[2:20] Quote appears on-screen:

“Creations are artifacts, not in the weak sense of whatever results from human action, but in the stronger sense of an aimed at product whose production involves the use of knowledge.” 

This quotation reminded me of how we started this semester by writing an essay on a poem. We began with a base of comfort and knowledge. The next task--to create an e-poem--then challenged us to create something novel, while still maintaining the value of our original writing piece. This process allowed for meaningful and thoughtful interpretations of text and poetry that I had never accomplished before. Which, in and of itself, makes for a pretty creative project.

[3:03] Another quote appears:

I remember, one day in class, Dr. Anderson mentioned that he hoped we all experienced “flow” while making our projects. I didn’t know what he was talking about; however, throughout each of my video projects, I experienced some flow, and it made the process that much more enjoyable. For example, I loved the movie No Country for Old Men, and I knew that I would enjoy my film review, but I never would have thought a project that took so much time, thought, and energy would make me lose track of everything else going on around it. I think these moments of flow really highlight the height of my [indiscernible] technique.

[3:41] Quote by and picture of Ken Robinson on-screen.

So why is this all important in the end? Sure, being creative can lead to interesting pieces of work, but is it really worth it to put emphasis on the creativity of students? According to Mark Runko, yes. He says, “The flexibility of creative persons is what gives them the capacity to compe with advances, opportunities, technologies, and changes that are a part of our current day-to-day lives.”

[4:10] Picture of a person thinking with doodles emanating from his head.

With increasing complexity in the world, people need to learn how to be flexible problem solvers in order to cope with and respond to change while standing out and being successful contributors to society. 

[4:21] Screen capture of an article.

The revisions of every project in this course exemplify this notion of constant adaptation and how everything is always a work in progress. To say I’ve enjoyed exploring my creativity in this class would be an understatement; I hope to continue to challenge myself, adapt, create, and produce creative pieces as I graduate college and move into the next chapter of my life.

